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on digestion, etc.). Sufficient material is provided for a year's course;
changes in order are possible, as is selection of a smaller number of exer-
cises for a shorter course. Representatives of the major phyla are con-
sidered; about a third of the manual is devoted to the vertebrates, with
special attention to the frog. Included are exercises on cells and histology.
This publication, like most, is not perfect: one wonders at the value
of providing diagrams outlined in gray to be traced over by the student;
occasional specific instructions concerning matters of procedure (quizzes,
recitation, etc.) would hardly apply to all courses. A more general ques-
tion is suggested: is the emphasis on anatomy and neglect of physiology
necessary or desirable? This question, of course, may be directed at most
lab manuals and introductory zoology courses.
The author's stated aim is to provide sufficient guidance and practical
direction for the student to progress on his own without being spoon-fed
or feeling confused. This is a difficult balance to strike, but Potter does
so with apparent success. Comprehensiveness makes flexibility possible.
The student should find the suggested review outline and the questions
on comparative aspects helpful if he gives them his attention.
Finally, in view of the current interest in improving science instruction
at the secondary school level and providing stimulating material for capable
students, high school teachers might well consider using manuals like this
instead of the fill-in-the-blanks type. With wise selection of exercises and
somewhat more supervision by the instructor, Potter's manual could be
used below tfie college level.
MARIANNE DURAND
WARD 4, THE MALLINCKRoDT RESEARCH WARD OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL HOSPITAL. By James Howard Means. Cambridge, Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 1958. 187 pp. $4.50.
This is the story, briefly and delightfully told, of the conception, growth,
and flowering of a small clinical research unit, the Mallinckrodt Research
Ward of the Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Means, the founder and
long-time director (he prefers "guide") of Ward 4 as Jackson Professor
of Clinical Medicine at Harvard Medical School, describes the impressive
results of encouraging free exchange among physicians, "pure" scientists,
and administrators in a congenial medical school-hospital environment.
The book is basically personality-centered. Dr. Means first pays tribute
to the wisdom of the men like Edsall who recognized the need for full-time
clinical investigators and provided them with support. Always stressing
the virtues of "investigator-centered" research, the chapters that follow tell
of the research teams that have utilized Ward 4, in spirit and substance,
in their study of disease mechanisms. The investigators and their en-
deavors are most impressive: Aub and his studies on lead and calcium
metabolism; Albright and the elucidation of parathyroid function and
metabolic bone disease; Means and thyroid pharmacophysiology; Jones
and his investigations of gastrointestinal function; Bauer and research on
the nature of collagen diseases. Many of their pupils are mentioned, and,
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always the vise physician, Dr. Means gives credit to the loyalty of the
ward's benefactors and staff.
The style is informal and lucid. Apparently writing for both medical
and nonmedical readers, the author boldly explains complex metabolic in-
terrelationships for the benefit of all-with the aid of a glossary that would
serve handsomely in any textbook of medicine.
To Dr. Means, Ward 4 symbolizes freedom of inquiry, scientific prog-
ress through the interchange of ideas, and the critical role of the patient
in medical learning. His account of its first thirty-two years should pro-
vide inspiration and pleasure for all those interested in the making of
modern medicine.
WILLIAM A. TISDALE
THE INCURABLE WOUND AND FURTHER NARRATIVES OF MEDICAL DE-
TECTION. By Berton Roueche. Boston, Little, Brown, and Co., 1958. 177
pp. $3.50.
This is the second collection of narratives to be presented in book form
by Mr. Roueche. As was the case with his first book, Eleven Blue Men,
each of these narratives has appeared first in The New Yorker magazine.
The contents of this volume include six narratives which concern them-
selves respectively with the following subjects: amnesia; the direct trans-
mission of rabies to man by insectivorous bats found in this country; a
case of carbontetrachloride poisoning; the history of aspirin-its role as
an analgesic and antipyretic and its potential as a poison; the operations
of the Poison Control Center in New York City's Department of Health;
and the case history of a patient with periarteritis nodosa who exhibits a
clinical picture consistent with manic-depressive psychosis while receiving
large daily doses of cortisone.
Each of these narratives gives adequate demonstration of the author's
thorough study and comprehension of the medical subject matter at hand.
This combined with his talent as a story-teller results in exciting reading
for the lay and professional person alike. Whereas Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle brought the skill and techniques of the diagnostician to detective
fiction, Mr. Roueche has enhanced these narrations of medical topics with
his skill as a writer of mysteries. In summary, this volume offers light,
informative, intelligent, and enjoyable relaxation for the clinician or acad-
emician who is not a regular reader of The New Yorker.
WILLIAM L. KISSICK
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